MG Corporation Executive Chair Lawford Benning with Lands
Minister Ben Wyatt with the Statement of Intent for R31165:

RETURN OF COUNTRY
TO MG CORPORATION

MG Corporation is thrilled at the news it has been granted
sole management of a significant parcel of land by the
McGowan Government as part of the Ord Final Agreement.

MGC and DWER, advised by a Joint Management Committee
of appropriate Dawang representatives, have jointly managed
the Reserve since the OFA was signed in 2005. The change of
management to sole vesting removes DWER’s involvement
and allows MGC and its Dawang advisors to effectively
manage their own land. The change has been five years in the
making.

MG Corporation Executive Chair Lawford Benning said sole
management enabled MG people to make decisions about
their land without having to consult a middle man.

He said he and the Board of Directors were thankful for the
efforts of their elders who reached an agreement for land
management in 2005, which was the most comprehensive
Indigenous Land Use Agreement of its kind at the time.
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“I especially want to recognise and acknowledge our ole ole
people for their cultural integrity and knowledge of the areas
of significance and cultural value,” Mr Benning said.

Prior to taking over sole management, MG rangers had been
jointly managing the land alongside DWER. MG Corporation
intends to continue the important work of the ranger
program for the Reserve.

Lands Minister Ben Wyatt said the decision would provide
opportunities for MG Corporation to continue its economic
and cultural development and sustainably manage the land.

“MG Corporation has provided a management plan which will
ensure the appropriate care of the reserve is continued in
relation to its land and its people,” Mr Wyatt said.

The reserve was originally created from a pastoral estate

in the 1970s to support Ord River irrigation works, better
manage soil erosion and enhance the traditional culture of
the MG people.

www.mgcorp.com.au
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MG FIELD OFFICER
CONTRIBUTING DURING CRISIS

A team from MG Corporation has been providing
assistance to remote communities (while adhering
to strict regulations) during the COVID-19 crisis.

Gerrard Meeway from the Wirram Dawang is a field
officer with MG Corporation, but he expanded his role
during the pandemic to act as a liaison between MGC
and people living in communities.

He has been providing urgent relief in the form of
transport and supplies to those communities.

Gerrard received special WA Police clearance to provide
urgent relief in the form of supplies and transport and has
been helping people to get to and from town, or helping
them remain in their community by delivering supplies.

In addition, Gerrard has been assisting the MG Group
audit team that has been visiting remote communities
to identify their urgent needs.

MGC Building and Maintenance génekal manager Dean Baké delivering
the keys to Kununurra Neighbourhood House chairwoman Maria Chan.
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The exterior of the new KNH bu:lt by MGCBM.
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’ ”ayground at the new KNH faéi/ity.
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KIMBERLEY

COVID-19 UPDATE:

The Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service has
confirmed there are currently no active cases of
COVID-19 in the Kimberley. There were 18 confirmed
cases in the region, and all of those people have
since recovered. However, KAMS has warned that
now is not the time to get complacent about
hygiene and physical distancing measures.

While the State Government will lift some

travel restrictions around the state from May

18, restrictions on travel to the Kimberley will
remain in place to protect vulnerable Aboriginal
communities. The changes will allow travel between
local government areas within in the Kimberley,

but access to remote Indigenous communities will
remain restricted.

People still need to apply for an exemption to travel
outside of the regional boundaries.

Phase 2 of the COVID-19 WA roadmap will allow
gatherings of up to 20 people, and up to 30 people
can attend weddings or funerals held outdoors.

* MG CORPORATION
Yawoorroong Miriuwung $ @MGCorporationwA
Gajerrong Yirrgeb Noong Dawang

Karratha

9,

Carnarvon

Gascoyne

Mid West

Q Geraldton Goldfields-Esperance

Wheatbelt Q Kalgoorlie

ONarmg'un
0' Esparance

0 Albany

gﬁﬁam

posecunty Zones

GREEN SHOOTS
ON LOT 1o

The cotton trial on MG land at Goomig
is producing some very promising early
results. MG Corporation signed an MOU
with Queensland cotton giant Cubbie
Farming last year to start the cotton
trial on Lot 16. The MOU was part of MG
Corporation’s long-term plan to realise
economic benefits from MG land that
can support the social and emotional
wellbeing of MG people into the future.

MGC is already in discussions with
Cubbie, KAl and other local growers
about the potential for a cotton ginnery
in the region and is actively working with
that group to secure State and Federal
funding for the infrastructure required.

Follow us on:

www.mgcorp.com.au



